Poplar Hill Mansion, 117 Elizabeth St. (c.1795)

The oldest documented structure to remain in the City of Salisbury,
the two-story, five-bay frame house is a richly decorated Federal style
dwelling retaining a high percentage of its original woodwork. The bold
block cornices, intricate fanlight entrance and Palladian style window are
prominent exterior features. The interior spaces are distinguished by a
wealth of neoclassical carved woodwork. The house was once the center
of a large plantation on the north side of Salisbury. Guided tours on
Sundays from 1 to 4 p.m. For more information call 410-749-1776.

Morris-Holloway House, 511 Poplar Hill Ave. (c.1901)

Dating around the turn of the 20th century, this Queen Anne
style frame dwelling incorporates an asymmetrical plan, projecting
towers and bays, as well as turned post porches and pierced sawn decoration that were combined in a story-and-a-half configuration.

William M. Day House, 119 E. Isabella St. (1898)

A leader in the economic and political lives of Salisbury during the
late 19th century, William M. Day financed construction of this large
Queen Anne dwelling that is distinctive for its largely intact exterior finishes. The asymmetrically planned dwelling features a wide selection of
exterior finishes including fishscale shingles, narrow weatherboards, and
turned post porches. Attached to the back of the house is an original
summer kitchen, a rare survival in Newtown.

William J. Johnson House, 113 E. Isabella St. (1896-97)

Salisbury contractor William J. Johnson built this late 19th-century frame dwelling in a blend of the Eastern Stick and Queen Anne style
distinguished by its asymmetrical plan with multiple gables projecting
from a jerkinhead roof of patterned slate. Accenting the decorative effect
of the roof is an open soffit with exposed rafter ends and decorated bargeboards.

Thomas H. Mitchell House, 109 E. Isabella St. (1896-97)

Another Salisbury contractor and local “architect,” Thomas H.
Mitchell built this impressive Queen Anne dwelling that incorporates several features rarely used on the late 19th-century houses in the district.
The projecting front entrance bay features molded plaster figures within
the pediment, and a curved wall accentuates the southwest corner of the
front pavilion. Multiple gables extend from a steeply pitched pyramidal
roof that was accented originally with a balustrade. An eyebrow window
distinguishes the east slope of the main roof.

Frank H. Mitchell House, 112 E. Isabella St. (1905)

Dominated by a projecting center bay featuring neoclassical
pilasters, Palladian window and block cornice, this two-story Colonial
Revival brick dwelling is also enhanced with a Tuscan columned porch
with rounded outside corners.

J. Waller Williams House, 103 E. Isabella St. (c 1920)

The early twentieth century design of this foursquare house
provides an interesting architectural contrast to the Victorian dwellings
beside it. Built with solid Flemish bond brick walls and a durable slate
roof, the two and one-half story structure features a hip-roof porch with
arched openings in the front and an enclosed porch to the east. Each
porch is distinguished by a pierced brick railing. Also distinctive are
round-arched dormers on the slate roof.

Frederick A. Grier, Sr. House, 501 N. Division St. (1897)

Designed with its principal entrance oriented to the intersection of
North Division and East Isabella Streets, this two-story Queen Anne
dwelling is dominated by a three-story conical roofed tower and flanking
two-story gable roofed pavilions. Well preserved features such as an iron
railing on the top of the front porch and a metal weathervane fixed to
the tower peak are combined with a variety of window and siding finishes.

The Oaks, (site) 1883-84 One of the most ambitious construction projects during the late 19th century was the building of
the Oaks, the sprawling twenty-room mansion for Elihu Emory Jackson
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and his wife Nellie Rider Jackson. Conceived in the popular Shingle-style,
the frame mansion featured multiple gables, towers, a porte cochere,
executed in a decorative shingle exterior. E. E. Jackson was governor of
Maryland between 1888 and 1892. The mansion was demolished during the 1920s for the residential development that retained the same
name.

Montgomery-Dryden-Webb House, 509 N. Division
St. (c.1900) Probably influenced by the Shingle style Jackson

mansion that stood across the street, this one-story shingled residence
contrasts with the Queen Anne residences nearby. One of the most
dominant features of the house is the large cross gable, sheathed with
patterned shingles and pierced by a pointed arch opening that serves as a
second story porch.

B. Frank Kennerly House, 103 Elizabeth St. (c.1904)

Distinguished among the Queen Anne dwellings on Elizabeth
Street, this prominent two-story house features an octagonal corner
tower capped by a conical roof, and a entrance pavilion that incorporates
rounded corners. B. Frank Kennerly, a clothing merchant, was the
mayor of Salisbury between 1912 and 1914.

Charles R. Disharoon House, 408 N. Division St.
(1901-02) Constructed for lumber merchant, farmer and

politician Charles R. Disharoon, this substantial Queen Anne dwelling
was designed with a distinct reference to the Frederick Grier house diagonally across the street. Built with a round corner tower, the two-story
house is covered by a steeply pitched hip roof distinguished by several
pavilions and dormers, as well as an eyebrow window on the east slope.

Perry-Cooper House, 200 E. William St. (1897-98,
1914) The only 19th-century dwelling to survive in Salisbury

with the distinctive Second Empire style mansard roof, the Perry-Cooper
house is also enhanced with an unusual pierced, stylized swag design
across the main cornice as well as the window lintels. A former rear wing
was detached in 1914 and relocated on a lot directly south.

Charles H. Chipman Cultural Center, 321 Broad St.
(1838, 1880) One of the principal landmarks of African-

American history in Salisbury, the Chipman Center was formerly the
John Wesley M. E. Church. The Methodist congregation traces its organization back to 1837 by a group of free blacks who met in a rudimentary pine slab building. The original church was restyled and significantly enlarged in 1880 and again in 1901 with a towered front. For more
information call the Chipman Cultural Center at 410-860-9290.

Wicomico Presbyterian Church, 129 Broad St. (1859,
1910) Prominently sited along Broad Street facing the US

Route 50 highway corridor, the Presbyterian church blends mid 19thcentury Romanesque Revival and early 20th-century Colonial Revival
designs. The main body of the church is defined by round headed
Romanesque style arched windows, whereas the front entrance tower
with steeple was designed by a Baltimore architectural firm, Owens &
Sisco, and erected in 1910. The Wicomico Presbyterian congregation
traces its organization back to the 1670s.

General Humphrey Humphreys House, 115 Broad
St. (1856) Designed in the Greek Revival style popular

during the mid 19th-century, the Humphreys house was built with
three-story elevations under a low pitched hip roof. This distinctive form
was popularized by several members of the Humphreys family, and a
handful of examples survive in the Newtown District. The exterior surfaces of the center hall plan dwelling are largely original.
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Trinity Methodist Church, N. Division and High Sts.
(1904-05) Clearly one of the architectural gems of

Uriah W. Dickerson House, 407 N. Division St. (1912)

The southeast corner of the intersection of North Division and
East Isabella is defined by an expertly crafted two-story, five-bay Colonial
Revival dwelling erected in finely laid pressed brick with narrow butter
joints and brick jack arches fitted with stone keystones. Tuscan columned
porches extend the house in several directions.

Gillis-Grier House, 401 N. Division St. (1887)

Singularly outstanding among the Queen Anne dwellings that
define Newtown, the Gillis-Grier house represents the highest level of
architectural decoration for the late 19th century. The three-story octagonal
tower with its concave curving conical roof is joined with numerous pavilions, gables, dormers in an exuberant combination of surface textures and
materials. James Cannon, a leading businessman in Salisbury, financed
construction of the house, but between 1896 and 1975 it was owned by
the inter-related Gillis and Grier families.

Bethesda United Methodist Church, N. Division St.
(1921-23) Masterfully crafted in Mt. Airy granite and lime-

stone, Bethesda United Methodist Church was built along a traditional
medieval plan with an entrance and bell tower that fronts a cross-shaped
nave and transept.The church, elevated on a raised foundation, has a
strong vertical emphasis characteristic of Gothic design.

Wallace Ruark House, 107 E. William St. (1893)

A construction receipt documents the date and $1439 cost of
the construction of this two-story, tee-shaped frame dwelling, finished
with a variety of fishscale shingles and decorated gables. The house is covered by a patterned slate roof.

Salisbury, the Trinity Church was designed by the Baltimore architectural
firm, C. E. Cassell & Son. The Richardsonian Romanesque inspired
church is executed in Port Deposit granite with limestone trimmings.
Most prized of the architectural features are eight sanctuary windows
and two mosaic panels crafted by the studios of Louis Comfort Tiffany
of New York City.

Faith Community Church, (Old Asbury M. E.
Church) 219 N. Division St. (1887-88, 1928)

A benchmark in the history of Methodism for Wicomico County, is the
founding of the Asbury congregation, established in 1778 during the
ministries of Freeborn Garrettson. Worshipping in two different structures during the 19th-century, the congregation financed this ambitious
Rirchardsonian Romanesque-inspired granite church after the 1886
Salisbury fire. A large granite faced addition expanded the facility in
1928.

Lemmon Hill, 300 Lemmon Hill Lane (1904-05)

The location of the John B. Parsons Home for the Aged since
1916, the two-story frame dwelling centered in this multi-sectioned
facility was erected in the Colonial Revival style for Margaret Jackson
Vanderbogart in 1904-05. The house was crafted by Salisbury contractor,
W. E. Booth. The prominent hilltop location was owned during the 18th
and early 19th centuries by Dr. Robert Lemmon, one of Salisbury’s first
physicians.

Salisbury Water Company Standpipe, High St.
(1888) Erected in 1888 following the 1886 fire that

destroyed the town, the 165-foot standpipe was built as part of a new
water system installed by the New York firm, J. A. Cloude & Co. The
tower is assembled with riveted curved iron panels, and the standpipe is
accented at its top with a decorative metal cresting of stylized iron
crowns.
(continued on back panel)

A R C H I T E C T U R A L

E

stablished in 1732, the town of Salisbury was laid out initially on fifteen acres of high land situated

between the north and east branches of the Wicomico River, a place known at the time as Handy’s or
Carr’s Landing. Prior to the Revolutionary War, Salisbury developed at a slow pace as a minor industrial
and commercial center in what was then northern Somerset County and western Worcester County.
However slow in its earliest years, Salisbury’s importance as an economic hub on the lower peninsula
became apparent by the late 18th century, and its predominant role on the Eastern Shore was secured by
the third quarter of the 19th century with the completion of intersecting railroads combined with a deepened channel for shipping on the Wicomico.

W

ith economic and commercial activities concentrated in Salisbury, the city’s population steadily

increased during the 19th century. To serve the needs of a growing population the city started to expand
northward along the main road, “Dividing Street,” which connected Salisbury with Laurel, Delaware.
Small parcels of the tract known as “Pemberton’s Good Will” were sold off the Poplar Hill plantation as
new building lots during the first decades of the 19th century.

T

he bright economic prospects for Salisbury at mid century were severely curtailed in early August

1860 when fire broke out in the center of the town and swept through the 18th- and early 19th-century
dwellings and stores that lined the principal streets. In the decade that followed, many chose to rebuild
residences outside the business district in the neighborhood known as “Newtown.” House construction
was steady during the years after the fire along Division Street and new east/west streets named Isabella,
Elizabeth, and William after the children of Dr. John and Sarah Huston of Poplar Hill.

Grier-Lawry House, 315 N. Division St. (c.1828,
1897) Built on an ambitious scale in the Queen Anne

style, the front section of this dwelling is one of a handful of elaborately executed late 19th-century dwellings in Newtown with a wealth
of intact period details. Multiple gables, dormers, and a round corner
tower accent this two-story dwelling, which fronts the early 19th-century Thomas Hooper house now used as a rear wing. The c.1828
Federal dwelling is distinctive for its drill decorated cornice.

Daniel J. Whealton House, 312 N. Division St.
(1906) Executed in a carefully laid stretcher bond with

narrow butter joints, the two-story, three-bay Whealton house was
crafted on a high architectural level for Chincoteague banker and
seafood exporter Daniel J. Whealton. Distinguishing elements across
its main façade are unusual round brick porch columns and a wealth
of neoclassical details on this center hall/double pile plan dwelling.

Old Wicomico Presbyterian Church Manse,
322 N. Division St. (1885-86) This two-story side

hall/parlor plan frame dwelling was erected as a manse for the
Presbyterian church, and its construction is documented by the local
newspaper. Modest Victorian cornice blocks, pointed arch windows,
and corbelled caps chimneys are decorative features that distinguish
the exterior.

Dr. Cathell Humphreys House, 325 N. Division
St. (c.1860-70) The three-story, three-bay elevation of

this house followed in the tradition of the Humphrey Humphreys
house, Cathell Humphrey’s brother. A bracketed eave and a boldly
molded front door point to the Italianate influence common during
the Civil War era. The house was later known as Mrs. Herold’s
School, where some local families sent their children for elementary
education.

Downing-Ruark House, 400 Park Ave. (1895-96)

Lumber merchant William J. Downing financed construction
of this intricately detailed Victorian house, and it reflects well the
architectural animation common to the late 19th century. The teeshaped main block has a lively Park Avenue façade with a projecting
pavilion, multiple gables and a wraparound turned post porch. The
house was later owned by a former mayor of Salisbury, Elmer F. Ruark.

Fred P. Adkins House, 321 Park Ave. (1908)

Contrasting with the adjacent Victorian and Colonial Revival
dwellings in Newtown, is this two-story, three-bay, center hall plan
brick house influenced by the architectural forms common the
Craftsman-style bungalows. Kicked eaves with wide soffits and triangular shaped porch brackets combined with exposed rafter tails on the
porch are distinctive stylistic elements.

T

he architecture of the Newtown neighborhood exhibits a wide selection of mid to late 19th- and early

20th-century styles with substantial variety within methods of construction and exterior decoration.

CREDITS
THE MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

Newtown is known for its dense collection of historic structures, and an effort in 1975 to establish the
Newtown Historic District has aided in the preservation of this nationally significant neighborhood.
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This walking tour for the Newtown Historic District
is part of series of brief architectural and historical guides
designed as introductions
to the diverse historic communities of Salisbury.
Newtown, Salisbury’s first residential district,
was developed on the lands of
the Poplar Hill plantation,
which began during the first decades of the 19th century.
Interest in a house site
separate from the commercial district
increased dramatically after Salisbury was ravaged by fire,
first in 1860 and again in October 1886.
Ranging in date from the late 18th century
to the mid 20th century,
the buildings cited in this brochure
are only a small sample of the hundreds of distinctive
dwellings, outbuildings and churches that line
the tree-shaded avenues
of this historic neighborhood.
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